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COBOURG -- Rick Miller, president and chairman of the Marie Dressler Foundation 
(left), and Cobourg Mayor Gil Brocanier unveiled a framed photograph of Marie Dressler 
in Victoria Hall on Dec. 13, 2016. - Karen Longwell / Metroland 

 
COBOURG — The Marie Dressler Foundation has called 
upon Cobourg council to recognize the popular stage and 
screen star with a celebration on her birthday, Nov. 9. 
During a presentation to council on Oct. 2, Marie Dressler 

https://www.northumberlandnews.com/northumberlandcounty-author/dominik-wisniewski/bc13f77d-cd77-4d4b-9f80-567d86202228/


Foundation chair and president Rick Miller asked that the 
town proclaim that day as Marie Dressler Celebration Day. 
He also called on councillors to consider proclaiming each 
Nov. 9 going forward, pointing out that the actress was born 
in Cobourg on Nov. 9, 1868, which makes her upcoming 
birthday number 149.    
 

“Marie Dressler was a popular star on stage and on screen, 
and was named best actress at the Academy Awards in 
1931 at age 63,” he said. “For the two years of 1932 and 
1933, Marie Dressler was the top box office attraction in all 
of Hollywood.” 
She was also the first Canadian to grace the cover of Time 
Magazine, Miller said. 
“Marie Dressler is an important Canadian heritage figure 
and an important Canadian figure in Depression-era 
Hollywood,” he added. 
According to Miller, the foundation is the custodian of the 
memory and perpetuation of Dressler’s heritage in the 
community. 
“We’re a registered charity and for over 25 years we have 
invested in the youth of our community,” he said, pointing 
out that in 2017 the foundation awarded five bursaries 
totalling $7,500 to area students who were pursuing studies 
in the performing arts. 
“One week ago, it was the first anniversary of Canada’s 
newest heritage museum here in Cobourg, and that 
celebrates the life and achievements of Marie Dressler,” he 
told council. “This year is also the 25th anniversary of the 
Vintage Film Festival, and the Canada 150 version of this 
features 14 films that have a Canadian actor or director in 
them.” 



On Thursday, Nov. 9 at 2 p.m., Cobourg will host a birthday 
celebration for Dressler at the Citizens’ Forum inside 
Victoria Hall. 
 

The event will include refreshments and Marie Dressler 
butter tarts produced by the Dutch Oven. 
As a showpiece of that celebration, The Birth of a New 
Museum, a 15-minute documentary filmed in 2016 about the 
creation of the museum — will be shown. 
“It’s quite a tourist attraction,” Cobourg Mayor Gil Brocanier 
said, citing the Vintage Film Festival while thanking the 
organization for its hard work, and for keeping the memory 
of Marie Dressler at the forefront. 
Attendance at the annual festival has grown each year, 
Miller said, with additional interest coming from the Toronto 
area, where it is being advertised in the subway and on city 
buses. 
Coun. Suzanne Seguin said Dressler was also recently 
featured in Heritage Magazine as a prominent Canadian 
citizen. 
“We need to be really proud and your proclamation request 
to me is an excellent one,” she told Miller. “There are more 
and more people who ask that question, ‘Who was she?’ 
and I am sure she would be tickled pink — not only with 
celebrating 149 years, but also getting a butter tart named 
after her.” 
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