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L, DRESSLER

WINS ACADEMY AWARD
FOR BEST ACTRESS -

- arie Dressler completed a Hollywood hat
trick. On this date in 1931, she became
the third Canadian in a row to win the
Academy Award for Best Actress - and

we’ve been shut out since. Among glamorous mo-
vie stars, she was an outlier: She was a comedienne
who mocked her own physique in performances
and had titled an autobiography The Life Story of An
Ugly Duckling. She had also just turned 63. “The
award goes to the grandest old trouper of them all,”
Norma Shearer declared in presenting the statuette.
Dressler, originally named Leila Koerber, was born

in a Cobourg, Ont., house that now features a mu-
seum dedicated to her. She got her start by earning
laughs when she fell during a church pageant in
Lindsay, Ont., at the age of 5. She left home at 14 to
perform in U.S. touring shows, and spent most of
her working years in vaudeville and on Broadway.
Her award for Min and Bill was part of a short, late-
career renaissance in film that included Dinner at
Eight and Tugboat Annie. She was MGM’s top box-
office draw and made the cover of Time magazine,
before dying of cancer in 1934 - at the height of her
stardom. JOY YOKOYAMA



