
Update to Cobourg Town Council
by Rick Miller, Chair, Marie Dressler Foundation

December 7, 2015



Today’s Discussion

� Overview

� A Preview - Marie Dressler Exhibition

� Progress to Date

� Summary
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Mission of Marie Dressler Foundation

“To attract visitors to Cobourg 
to discover Marie Dressler”
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About Marie Dressler Foundation
� Marie Dressler Foundation was incorporated in 1990 as a not-for-

profit charitable Ontario organization

� The founders of the Foundation with the generosity of the community, 
raised funds in 1989 and beyond to restore the fire ravaged home of 
Marie Dressler, located at 212 King Street W., Cobourg, which has 
since been designated as an Ontario Heritage Site.

� The Foundation has collected a number of artifacts and currently has 
a “memorabilia room” at Marie Dressler House

� Over the past 25 years, through its annual Vintage Film Festival and 
other donations, the Foundation raises funds and awards bursaries to 
local graduating high school students who are pursuing studies in “the 
arts”
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About Marie Dressler

� Marie Dressler was born in Cobourg on November 9, 1868

� Marie Dressler was:
� a popular star of stage, silent movies, and the earliest 

talking pictures
� awarded Best Actress at the 4th Academy Awards at age 63
� the top box-office attraction in Hollywood in 1932 and 1933
� the first Canadian with a cover story in “TIME”

� Marie Dressler was an important Canadian figure in 
Depression-era Hollywood
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The Marie Dressler Exhibition

� Marie Dressler is an important part of Cobourg’s heritage

� The Foundation’s Board of Directors decided to draw attention 
to Marie’s heritage and achievements through the creation of 
a new Marie Dressler Exhibition

� The new Exhibition will leverage artifacts owned by the 
Foundation and provide an entertaining and educational 
perspective on the life and achievements of Marie Dressler

� The Exhibition concept will provide up-to-date technology to 
facilitate story telling and support educational outreach 
programs
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The Marie Dressler Exhibition
� In September 2014, the Foundation engaged the staff and 

students of University of Toronto, Master of Museum Studies 
Program for assistance

� In February 2015, the five students who were working on the 
project made a presentation to Cobourg Town Council on 
progress to date in the conceptual design phase

� The Foundation requested a small amount of additional space 
in Marie Dressler House supported by an updated lease;  this 
was approved by Town Council in September 2015

� The Foundation’s Board have since approved the project 
plans and initiated a fundraising program
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• The design, plans, and 
budget were prepared and 
donated by staff and students 
at University of Toronto, 
Master of Museum Studies 
Program

• This “in-kind donation” was 
valued at $22,000.



A Preview - Marie Dressler Exhibition
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A Preview - Marie Dressler Exhibition

Marie Dressler Exhibition presentation to Cobourg Town Council – December 7, 2015 10

Floor and Wall
Plans with themes



Funding Progress To Date
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Summary
� The Directors of Marie Dressler Foundation have personally 

invested significantly in this project

� The Marie Dressler Foundation has also contributed from its 
cash resources

� We are awaiting results of Grant Requests from Provincial and 
Municipal sources

� We continue our fundraising efforts in the private sector

� Based on the successes to date, we expect to commence the 
construction of the Exhibit in early Spring 2016
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Presentation to Town Council
� We were very fortunate this year to be the beneficiaries of a unique 

fundraising opportunity for the Vintage Film Festival

� Peter Doig, a world acclaimed artist, generously designed a unique 
movie poster based on the film “The Picture of Dorian Gray” which 
he made available exclusively to the Foundation’s Vintage Film 
Festival for their annual fund raising efforts

� We wish to publicly thank not only Peter Doig, but his parents, Mary 
and David Doig of Cobourg, who were instrumental in connecting us 
with Peter and his generous gift

� We would like to present the Cobourg Town Council with a framed 
copy of this unique poster.  We hope it will find a prominent display 
location in Victoria Hall so that all citizens may enjoy this unique 
work of art.
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Questions from
members of

Cobourg Town Council
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