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TODAY’S DISCUSSION

• About Marie Dressler

• About Marie Dressler Foundation

• “Celebrate Marie Dressler 150” Community Events

• Summary



ABOUT MARIE DRESSLER

from Marie Dressler Foundation collection

Marie Dressler (1868–1934)

1868

1893

1934

• Born in Cobourg November 9, 1868

• In 1882, Marie ran away from home at age 14 

and joined a travelling acting troupe

• Marie debuted on Broadway in the comic 

opera “The Robber of the Rhine” 



ABOUT MARIE DRESSLER

1868

1914

1934

• Marie starred with Charlie Chaplin and 

Mabel Normand in “Tillie’s Punctured 

Romance”

• It was the first full-length comedy film, 

directed by fellow Canadian Mack Sennett

from Marie Dressler Foundation collection



ABOUT MARIE DRESSLER
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1868

1918

1934

• Marie toured with Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

Charlie Chaplin, Douglas Fairbanks, and 

Mary Pickford at a Liberty Loan Drive 

raising funds for WWI

• She spoke 149 times in 29 days, 

including 14 times in a single day in St. 

Louis



ABOUT MARIE DRESSLER
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1930

1934

• Marie’s breakthrough in the talkies came 

when she starred in “Anna Christie”, which 

was Greta Garbo’s first speaking role

• Marie would make 15 films between 1930 

and 1933



ABOUT MARIE DRESSLER
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1868

1931

1934

• Marie won the Academy Award for Best 

Actress for her role in “Min and Bill”



ABOUT MARIE DRESSLER
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1868

1933

1934

• Marie was the top grossing Hollywood actor, 

male or female, in both 1932 and 1933

• Marie was the first Hollywood actress and 

the first Canadian with a cover story on TIME
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• Marie Dressler Museum

• Archives

• Vintage Film Festival

• RearView DocFest

Student Bursary Program



“CELEBRATE MARIE DRESSLER 150”

• Our goal is to engage the entire community in the celebration of 
Marie Dressler’s 150th birthday through a program of events

• Movies in Victoria Park

• “Cobourg’s Sweetheart: Celebrating Marie Dressler”

• “Women and Hollywood”

• “Hollywood North presents Dinner At Eight”

• 26th Annual Vintage Film Festival

• “Celebrate Marie Dressler 150 Day”



Banner Design for installation

in downtown Cobourg



“COBOURG’S SWEETHEART: 

CELEBRATING MARIE DRESSLER”

The Sentinel-Star      Cobourg, Ontario  Thursday November 9, 1933

September 8 – November 10, 2018

• An Exhibition about how the community has 

stayed connected with Marie Dressler since she 

left Cobourg

• Featuring filmed storytelling by members of the 

community

• Supplemented with lectures by local experts on:

• Art & Cinema

• Music & Cinema

• Stage & Cinema 

• To be held at Art Gallery of Northumberland

• Free admission to the public



“WOMEN AND HOLLYWOOD”
September 14, 2018

• A thought-provoking evening about opportunities for women

• Includes book signings by both speakers

• Our partners in marketing this event:

• Northumberland Learning Connection

• Cornerstone Family Violence Prevention Centre

• Canadian Federation of University Women

• Vintage Film Festival

• Northumberland Film Sundays

• Toronto Silent Film Festival

• Tickets now on sale – limited seats available



HOLLYWOOD NORTH PRESENTS 

“DINNER AT EIGHT”
September 29, 2018 - Best Western Plus Cobourg Inn

• A birthday party styled after Marie’s 65th birthday 

held in 1933

• 1930’s themed food, drinks, and decor

• Live 1930’s big band and jazz by Northumberland 

Orchestra

• photo booth and special surprises

• After dinner movie - “Dinner At Eight” starring 

Marie Dressler



26TH ANNUAL

VINTAGE FILM FESTIVAL

featuring our Birthday Girl in:

“THE PATSY“ (1928) Marie with Marion Davies

“ANNA CHRISTIE” (1930) Marie with Greta Garbo

“POLITICS” (1931) Marie with Polly Moran

plus: 

Alfred Hitchcock’s “The Birds” and movies with 

Marilyn Monroe, The Marx Bros., Charlie Chaplin, 
and much more…

October 12, 13, 14 at Capitol Theatre, Port Hope



HAPPY BIRTHDAY MARIE
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November 9, 2018
November 9, 1933



UNIQUE PARTNERSHIPS



WORK IN PROGRESS

Hollywood Walk of Fame Canada’s Walk of Fame

?

Located at 1731 Vine St., Hollywood, Los Angeles
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SUMMARY

• Marie Dressler – it’s a story worth telling…

• These unique events can only happen with exceptional 

partners

• A big THANK YOU to the business leaders in this room who 

have personally donated or sponsored these events

• We’re looking forward to seeing you



THANK  

YOU


